
 

 

Borough of Haddonfield 

242 Kings Highway East 

Haddonfield, NJ 08033 

 

COMMISSIONER MEETING MINUTES OF AUGUST 29, 2022 

 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. in the Auditorium of the Borough Hall.  The 

announcement of Public Meetings was ready by Commissioner Roche.  After the Pledge 

of Allegiance and moment of silence, roll call was taken.  In attendance were 

Commissioner Roche and Commissioner Troy, along with the Borough Administrator, 

Borough Solicitor and Borough Clerk.  Mayor Bianco Bezich was absent. 

 

Commission Roche then announced the presentation of the departmental monthly 

reports – Police, Fire, Construction, Finance, Public Works and Engineering.  Specifically 

reviewed were the following: 

 

Police Department: 

- 1405 calls for service, which is average for this time of year 

- Still having motor vehicle thefts, which have all been vehicles left unlocked and 

the keys/fobs inside 

- The department is in the process of hiring two new officers to fill vacancies due to 

retirements 

- They have been awarded three grants for various items 

 

Fire Department: 

- 34 fire calls, 3 of which were mutual aid 

- 106 ambulance calls, 27 of which were mutual aid 

- 43 training drills 

 

Community Development / Construction Office: 

- 30 Zoning permits issued 

- Construction:  1 addition application, 67 alterations, 4 demolition and 44 

certificates were issued 

- Code Enforcement has been busy with 17 calls for a wide range of issues 

 

Revenue & Finance Reports: 

- Commissioner Roche noted that the calendar year taxes collected through 

August 29 were $36,297,193.33.   

- The Borough Clerk noted that revenue collected in that office are typically lower 

in the summer months, although, there were 7 dog licenses issued, 1 cat license, 

and one yard sale permit. 

 

Department Public Works (DPW): 

- The Public Works Superintendent reviewed the services provided by his 

department in the month of July. 

- There are two new employees in training 



 

 

- The staff are rotating through the various duties – street sweeping, mowing, 

waterings, pot holes and tree trimming is now on the Wednesday route section. 

- Leaf season will begin on November 7th this year, one week later than usual 

- Commissioner Troy announced that the tree crew will be trimming trees 

throughout the year now, rather than stopping in the fall.  They will stop trimming 

in the spring during the accelerated tree takedown program. 

 

Engineering report: 

- The Borough Engineer noted that two projects are being addressed on the 

agenda – award of the Atlantic Avenue Outfall Replacement, and the rejection 

of the bids for the FY2022 NJDOT Trust Fund Improvements to Hickory Lane project. 

- Updates were then provided for the Heritage Avenue Stormwater project, the 

Homestead Avenue project will start once PSE&G is finished their work, the public 

works roof work is scheduled to start in September, and the current status of the 

2022 Road Program was reviewed. 

- Commissioner Troy advised that he will be posting on Facebook approximately 

every two weeks with updates on the 2022 Road Program status.  Additionally, 

there is a September 15th meeting scheduled with the residents on and near 

Homestead Avenue to review the project, as well as discuss green initiatives that 

everyone can do. 

 

Commissioner Roche then made a motion to open the public comment period for items 

on the agenda, noting that each person would be given 5 minutes to talk. Commissioner 

Troy seconded the motion, which was then approved unanimously.  

 

Charlene Creed, 225 Hopkins Avenue resident and member of Haddonfield Historical 

Society, asked for a clarification on the resolution to participate in the Camden County 

American Revolution Signage program.  The resolution indicates that the “Haddonfield 

as a Quaker Village” sign may be placed somewhere other than in front of borough hall.  

The Administrator noted that the Commissioners felt that this sign may be better suited for 

another location.  Ms. Creed stated that she would work with the County to look at other 

potential areas for this sign, but the Camden County Historical Society and the National 

Park Services American Battlefield Program wanted to keep the signage on the highway. 

 

Anne Hearing, Walnut Street, asked about the Borough Chief Financial Officer and how 

long he had worked for the Borough.  The Administrator replied that he had resigned 

earlier in the month, and had worked for the Borough for four (4) years at that time.  Ms. 

Hearing then asked for clarification on who was working in the Finance Department.  The 

Borough Solicitor replied that there are statutory positions, which are set up under the 

Municipal Government Operating procedures.  Ms. Hearing asked specifically for what 

Mr. Miller did for the Borough.  The Solicitor replied that he participated in the financial 

work for the Borough, along with the Administrator, the Auditors, and Commissioners.  

However, he was not solely responsible for the work in that department. 

 

John Kawczynski, E. Summit Avenue, asked how he could get a copy of the Request for 

Proposal for the Telecommunications Engineer document.  The Administrator advised 

that this would be made available on the website once it has been advertised in the 

Courier Post.  Mr. Kawszynski then asked why it would be in this newspaper rather than 



 

 

The Retrospect, which is the Borough’s legal notice newspaper of record.  The 

Administrator advised that this is because the Courier Post had a broader audience. 

 

David Dziengowski, Centre Street, commented that public comment is critical when it 

comes to telecommunications projects in town.  He proposed that any plan moving 

forward should include 2-3 residents to make sure the Borough moves forward in an 

intentional manner on this topic. 

 

Eileen Stilwell, Potter Street, asked if the Commissioners would be tabling the resolution 

regarding adoption of an amended Affordable Housing Spending Plan, so that an 

opening meeting on that topic could be held to get further input.  The Administrator 

reviewed the necessity of having an approved spending plan when the Borough 

updated the Affordable Housing Element.  This amendment is to deal with the scattered 

sites, as required by Court Order.  Ms. Stilwell asked for more specific information on the 

amendments, as the resolution does not give enough detail.  Because of this, she is 

recommending the resolution be tabled until the changes can be explained in detail.   

 

Ms. Hearing stated that she felt the borough taxes would have been lower due to cost 

savings due during COVID.  The Administrator explained that there were no savings 

experienced during COVID because the offices were open during that time and the staff 

was still working. 

 

As there were no further comments made, Commissioner Roche made a motion to close 

the public comments period for items listed on the agenda.  Commissioner Troy 

seconded the motion, which was then approved unanimously. 

 

Commissioner Troy then announced the two proclamations on the agenda, POW/MIA 

Day on September 16th and the proclamation for Mrs. Aydelotte honoring her 100th 

birthday, specifically noting her military history. 

 

The following resolutions were approved by a Consent Agenda: 

 

109. Authorization to Pay Vouchers 

110. Authorization to Extend Tax Grace Period 

111. Authorization to Approve General Event Permit Applications – Various  

112. Authorization to Sign Professional Services Agreement for Borough Engineering 

Services 

113. Authorization to Sign Professional Services Agreement for Borough Conflict 

Engineering Services 

114. Authorization to Sign Professional Services Agreement for Borough Solicitor Services 

115. Authorization to Reject Request for Proposal – Borough Conflict Solicitor Services 

116. Authorization to Approve Appointments – Various  

117. Authorization to Approve Appointment – Fire Department 

118. Authorization to Grant Tax Exemption on 61 Stiles Avenue and Cancel Taxes for 

2022-2023 

 

Commissioner Roche made a motion to approve these Consent Agenda Resolutions, 

which was seconded by Commissioner Troy.  The motion was approved unanimously. 



 

 

 

The following resolutions were then approved separately: 

 

RESOLUTION TITLE MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND 

2022-08-29-143 Authorization to Hire 

Full-Time Police Officer 

Commissioner Roche Commissioner Troy 

VOTE:  Commissioner Troy – Yes 

            Commissioner Roche – Yes 

            Mayor Bianco Bezich – Absent 
 

RESOLUTION TITLE MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND 

2022-08-29-144 Authorization to 

Amend Personnel 

Policy and Procedure 

Manual 

Commissioner Roche Commissioner Troy 

VOTE:  Commissioner Troy – Yes 

            Commissioner Roche – Yes 

            Mayor Bianco Bezich – Absent 
 

RESOLUTION TITLE MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND 

2022-08-29-145 Authorization to 

Participate in the 

Camden County 

American Revolution 

Signage Program 

Commissioner Roche Commissioner Troy 

VOTE:  Commissioner Troy – Yes 

            Commissioner Roche – Yes 

            Mayor Bianco Bezich – Absent 

 

RESOLUTION TITLE MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND 

2022-08-29-146 Authorization to 

Advertise Request for 

Proposal – 

Telecommunications 

Engineer Consulting 

Commissioner Roche Commissioner Troy 

VOTE:  Commissioner Troy – Yes 

            Commissioner Roche – Yes 

            Mayor Bianco Bezich – Absent 

 

RESOLUTION TITLE MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND 

2022-08-29-147 Authorization to Sign 

Amended Grant 

Agreement for the NJ 

Department of 

Environmental 

Protection Green 

Acres Program 

Commissioner Roche Commissioner Troy 

VOTE:  Commissioner Troy – Yes 

            Commissioner Roche – Yes 

            Mayor Bianco Bezich – Absent 

 

RESOLUTION TITLE MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND 

2022-08-29-148 Authorization to 

Accept Responsibility 

for the Local Efficiency 

Achievement Program 

(LEAP) Grant on Behalf 

of the Borough of 

Haddonfield, the 

Borough of Barrington, 

and the Borough of 

Haddon Heights 

Commissioner Roche Commissioner Troy 

VOTE:  Commissioner Troy – Yes 

            Commissioner Roche – Yes 

            Mayor Bianco Bezich – Absent 



 

 

 

RESOLUTION TITLE MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND 

2022-08-29-149 Authorization to 

Amend the Affordable 

Housing Spending Plan 

Commissioner Roche Commissioner Troy 

VOTE:  Commissioner Troy – Yes 

            Commissioner Roche – Yes 

            Mayor Bianco Bezich – Absent 

 

Commissioner Roche then made a motion to open the public comment period for non-

agenda items.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Troy and approved 

unanimously.   

 

Kim Custer, former resident from Evergreen Avenue, talked about the preservation of the 

Boxwood Hall and Bancroft properties, specifically referencing the historic structured 

mentioned in the land swap agreement between the Borough and the Haddonfield 

Board of Education (BOE), and noting that the agreement did not reference the garden 

shed.  The Administrator replied that the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) is aware 

of the garden shed and considered the green house and the garden shed as one 

structure.  Ms. Custer then expressed her concerns about development at the Boxwood 

Hall site.  She noted that prior Commissioners assured her that a public park would be at 

the back of this parcel and noted that this is a significant property in town, which she has 

fought to preserve for years.  She finished by asking for an update on the Bancroft site. 

 

Ms. Hearing asking if there was a limit to the number of table and chairs allowed outside 

a restaurant, specifically commenting on the number of such outside The Bistro and their 

expansion to be in front of other stores.  She expressed concern about the tables that are 

right next to the curb.  She also noted that there are now party lights being hung in areas, 

as well as loud music outdoors.  Lastly, she stated that she did not know what was being 

permitted anymore and whether or not the regulations were being enforced.  The 

Community Development Director reviewed the ordinance, as well as the process for 

non-compliance.  Both the Community Development Director and the Police Chief 

noted that there have been no complaints regarding loud music when Ms. Hearing 

asked.  When Ms. Hearing asked in the outdoor lights were allowed by ordinance, the 

Administrator replied that although this is not in the ordinance, the Borough is working 

with the Partnership for Haddonfield, Inc. to update.  Additionally, the business owners 

are given a list of specifically what is allowed. 

 

Various questions from the local newspapers were reviewed. 

 

As there were no further questions or comments Commissioner Roche made a motion to 

close the public comment period on non-agenda items, which was second by 

Commissioner Troy.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 

At 8:31 p.m. Commissioner Roche made a motion to go into closed session to discuss the 

potential sale of the Lullworth Hall property, affordable housing negotiations at various 

locations, the potential sale of the Boxwood Hall property, and a review of the current 

status of various lawsuits involving the Borough. 

 



 

 

The Commissioners returned from closed session at 9:35 p.m. where the motion had 

included adjourning the meeting. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Deanna Bennett, RMC 

Borough Clerk 


